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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONCEPT

Library as a summary of cultures

The first challenge which rises as one starts
planning the National Library is deeply
correlated with a question i how a building
that contains spiritual treasure of Israeli
Society should look like. Translation to
architectural language that we suggest is
dedicated to the
several Jerusalem\israeli styles from the past,
present and the future with a purpose to
combine them together. The National Library
Hall, we think, should transmit diversity and
complex of different stratums as a Palace of
Languages, with every language being cultural
summary by itself. Following this statement the
project is built up from different layers, with
every layer carrying its own cultural and
stylistic load.

The meeting points of styles are not blurred;
on the contrary, they are emphasized in
pluralism, which may frontier with extremity.
These intersections produce dramatic and
fresh situations that reflect our statement that
propose a possibility of simultaneous

b e a u t coexistence of different cultures and worlds.
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Movement and Transparency

The building is planned to emphasize values
of transparency and clarity. Any visitor should
be able to quickly identify main structural
elements of the building. The Atrium is the
heart of the building that starts deep
underground on the | o\
reaches the roof level. Movement around
Atrium exposes the main building components.
Transparent divisions give visitor an
opportunity to observe not only public areas,
but also some of the operational sections with
restricted access, such as Stacks and
Restoration department. By means of
exposing the building contents we tried to
reinforce the feeling of interaction and bring
visitors closer to some hidden operations of
the Library.
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Functional Division

Ground Level.

The Entrance Foyer opens to the Atrium that
slices trough all the building floors. From here
one can see the transparent roof above and
Genizah below at the Stacks' level. Further on,
one reaches the Main Reading Hall.

Level 1.

Exhibition spaces are organized around the
Atrium. The Reading Hall for Rare Items
occupies the center of the level. Restaurant
and Cafeteria are located further on in the
Northern section, away from the building
center. Several operational functions -
Bindery, Laboratory and Photography with
Digitization are found on this floor to create
interaction with visitors.

Level -1.

The main Auditorium is situated beneath the
entrance foyer, separated from the rest of the
floor. The Main Reading Hall's lower level is
further on the floor.

Level 2.

The majority of Library departments that
dedicated to Operational and Organizational
Sections are concentrated here. This is the
Management level.

Level 3.
Technical floor with machines, air condition
systems and Reserve space.

Parking Floor and Fast Stack.

The Fast Stack, 15 meters high, is situated
underneath the Main Reading Hall. Fast
Stackds transparent f1
Atrium and one can observe impressive
automatic system. Three levels of

underground parking are wrapped around the
Fast Stack's space.

Stacks i Lower Level.

The Slow Stack and the Stack for the Rare
Items are located at the lowest level. One
could come down to take a look at the Stacks
through a window. An entrance into a small
Genizah is placed at the Atrium floor, creating
a sculptural focal point in the center of the
space.
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Open Areas

The area in front of the main entrance is a
Sculpture garden with temporary exhibitions. A
booth for paper recycling is installed at the
center of the garden. The recycling booth
exchanges paper for discount tickets to the
Library Book store. The internal garden is a
direct continuation of the main Reading Hall;
one can work and rest there at nice weather
conditions.

Interior Planning

The interior of the building is based on the
same collection of st
external envelope. This solution goes through
all interior elements of the building, from pillars
and railings to furniture and graphic signs. This
strengthens the character of the National
Library, reflecting a metaphor of diverse literal
language full of stratums and layers. Different
styles appear as different languages, each as
a separate entity; they are interlocked together
not at expense of the other, but as cultural
summary, united in complexity.
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Floor Areas
Area Description Town Planning Scheme Brief Proposed Design
Maximum Maximum Net Area Net Area GrossNet Gross Area | Number of
Area (sqm) Number of (sgm, (sgm) Coefficient (sgm) Floors
Floors rounded)
Above groundarea of the building| Major 13,000 8 11,700| 13,586 1.4 19,386
(above the prescribed entrance
level) Service 7,00(
Underground area of the building Major 4,500 5 6,600| 6,135 15 8,977
(below the prescribed entrance
level) Service 5,50(
Underground parkingrea 15,000 13,000 gross 12,951
Total area of the building and the 45,000 41,314

parking

CentralSpaces

Net Area in the
Brief (sgm,rounded)

Net Area in the
ProposedDesign (sqm

digital experience center

Main reading hall 4,200 5,008
Underground stacks 4,600 4,640
Exhibition space, visitor center an 1,400 1,447
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Elevation to Kaplan st.

Elevation to Rupin st.
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